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Country Banks and the Banking
Bill,

Judging from the manifestations of
mania by some members of Congress
in discussing the currency provisions
of the pew banking MBI, a lHtile =ta-
tistical study of the present matlonal
banking system will he timely, It may
be represented compactly In the fol.
lowing tabulation derived from the
last report of the natlonal hanks to the
Comptroller of the Currency:

Country banks (number), 6808, 85 per
cent. of total

Country bank resources. $5.529.878.471,
L1 per cent. of total

United States bonds held by eountry
banks to secure circulation and deposits,
$514,082.720, 64 per cent. of total

Country bank capital and surplu-‘ $578,-
€76.89¢ 55 per cent. of total

Country bank eapital invested in United
Btates bonds, 53 per cent.

Reserve city bank capital so invested, 40
per cent.

Centra! reserve
vested, 25 per cent

One thing which the framers and
advocates of the Administration bank-
ing bill must keep constantly in mind
is the necessity of satisfving intelli-
gent banking opinion. In order to es-
tablish an improved banking system
and make it work well a statute for
that purpose must enlist the coopera-
tion of all national bankers aud se-
cure the favorable regard of the rest
of the banking community. Absurd
suepicions about the city banker may
be induized at the cost of falling
to win the country banker's approval
of an measure of change in financial
machinery,

Az may be inferred from the fore-
geing statistical survey, the country
bank is the backbone of the national
bankinz system. The country bLanker
i preeminently the man who must be
satistied with the justice of provisions
for protecting national bank invest-
ments made in United States bonds.
According to all trustworthy accounts
It is the country banker who has
shown restlessness over commitments
in these honds, and it is his selling
which has weakened the Government
bond market,

There are other ways in which the
interests of the country banker are in-
volved in the proposed leglslation, and
the examination which hax just heen
made here suggests the lmportance of
considering his views in all partien-
lars.

bank capital so (n-

Call This * Prison Reform*?

Abandoument or reconstruetion of
KBing Ming will not constitute prison
reform. ‘The substitution of clean cell
blocks for disease hreeding quarters,
the discontinuance of housing condi
tions that would briug the Board of
Health to a private establishient on
the double quick, cannot honestly be
called progress toward an enlightened
treatment of conviets. [t Is negiative
only, n removal of a disgrace, an ab-
stention from offence,.a belated tribute
to decency,

We shall not congratulate the State
merely because it ceases to Infect its
prisoners with disease, reduce them to
A level of existence helow that in
stinetively maintained by beasts, and
force them Into corruption so vile that
even trained investigntors blanch when
its iniquities are revealead. Were we
to tell the truth ahout Sing Sing Tur
Sun would be excluded from the mails
and bhanished from the homea of decent
men. Can the present proposal to
remedy such conditlons be c¢alled any-
thing except a too tardy reparation to
outraged humanity?

' Wherever experience has heen
Beeded it has come to be recognized
that in Its treatment of lawhreakers
soclety must keep two obhjects in view,
One Is punishment of the wrongdoer,
embodied In the form of reprimand,
gne, imprisonment or death, The other
is his reclumation from evil ways and
restoration to usefulness In the com-
munity, to be brought about by educa-
tion, tha establishment of health. the
correction of wrong ideas, the rousing
of self-respect. A prison devoted only
to the detention of mylefactors v no
better than a hedlnm glven over solely
to the restraint of mad men. Despite
the sentimentality of some sapless
prison reformers, Intelllgence supports
the foundation on which they erect
their foolishness,

Trobation systews, the children's

qourts, reductions of sentence for geod
g

conduct, distinetive uniforms and spe-
clul privileges for good behavior ure
all expressions of the reconstructive
spirit.  To save men, not simply to
gratify humane feeling, mt for eco-
nowic gain: to lessen the amount of
human wastuge, to decrease the cost of
taspayers, these are practicable pure
poses, not poetic dreams.  To thelr ac-
complishment sclentific penology Is de-
voted, but 1t does not connt taking men
onut of cesspools ns within its provinee,
It assumes that the State will not put
men In cesspools, and New York hax
done exactly that.

What the Ntate should do s not
hidden In mystery. 1ts first obligation
{8 to house all prisoners in decency.
Fach should receive such medical and
surgical treatment as his condition re-
quires. Kach should have any tuition
he may need to put him on the level
of a common school gradunte. Each
ghionld have employwnent suited to his
strength.  None should be exploited
through private contractors or bhe
brought into competition with free la-
bor. Here is a problem difficult but
not unsolvable. Great public works
such as highways and canals, irriga-
tion and drainage projects, these are
appropriate and proper flelds for con-
vict labor, for by it plans desirable but
commercially too expensive or not suf-
ficlently remunerative to ba carried for-
ward come within the range of pos-
sibility. And every device of amuse-
ment and recreation that may awaken
or sustain honor in thexe men should
be utilized for the severely utilitarian
purpose of relieving the taxpayers of a
burden and setting their charges up ia
self-respecting etlicviency.

That much may be accomplished in
this direction 1s not a Utoplan specu.
lation. The record of actual proved
suceess j= aveilable for auy man who
cares 1o read it, 1t does not, indeed,
roint to the immediate elimination of
all eriminals, 1t s pot a story of un-
varying attaiumeut of ideals. But it
comprises a history damnivg without
even faiut praise the system that makes
a prison a place simply of bars and
bolts, be they never so secure.

I'ntil New York enters on a course
embodying the ideals here so generally
outlinel, Tur NUN cannot accept [ts
condnet as promising a real prison re-
form. Much less can we tuke the pro-
posed abandonment of an unspeakably
vile and incredibly foul cell block as
prison reform. That is a long delayed
acknowledgment of detestable wrong-
dolng for which the State can hope to
get no more credit than an anclent
pirate deserves for deathbod confession
of a few of his sins,

A Matter of Record.

THE SuN wishes particularly well to
Judge Linpsry of Denver and shows
it by wondering If it is any reply to
the charges made against him by the
Woman's Protective Lengne to bring
up the ancient story about *‘corrupt
speclal privileges influence,” It seems
raasonnble to suppose that “speclal
privileges,” corrupt or Incorrupt, are
not foolich enough to attack such work
a8 Judge LiNpsey has got the repata-
tion for,

He can afford to be judged by his
record. Even though it slay bim, yet
should he trust in it.

We do not kuow in detail the charges
of the Woman's Protective League; and
Judge Linxpsky will benefit fn the East
by the remembrance of an honorable
and a usefu] service,

8till, some of the bhest of men, in-
cluding Mr. BRYAN. are not always as
austere to themselves as thelr notions
of pablic virtue and their long habit
of enlightening the rest of us might
seem to require,

TThe mention of Mr. BRRvan suggests
that frequent ahsence of the body
which, as CHanLEs Lams would put it,
means presence with the Lord, We
have no sort of doubt that Judge Linn-
seY I8 always on the spot; that he
never or seldom leaves to a sabordi-
nate those duties in the Juvenile Court
of Denver that have given him renowa ;
that he never permits himself those
profitable oratorical divagations and
peregrinations whereby Mr. BRyan has
conquered the Curse of God.

Wonld Judge Linpsky mind sending
s the record of his presences in and
absences from the Juvenlle Court sinee
January 7, 18017 No doubt the record
reveuals his persistence in his officlal
duty. “Kpeclal privileges” need not
frighten us so loug as thelr opponents
are falthful to their trust.

e —

The Nefarfous Conduct of (ertaln
Employers.

No far as the record 1s avallable it
shows that the trainmen of the Fast-
ern rallroads made certaln demands on
thelr employers, involving a large in-
crease In the wage schedule, and of-
fered, as the alternative to a general
strike which would starve half the pop=
ulation of the natlon and greatly -
convenience the other half, to submit
rtlmm\ demunds to arbitration.  ‘There-
upon the Congress enscted and the
President signed a law providiug for
arbitrution on terms acceptuble to
rallrouds and to men, and hoth shles
agresd to submit thereto,

This having been accomplished, the
employers had the amazing audacity to
declure that while the arbitration was
In progress they Intended to submit
certalp recommendations of thelr own
In respect of the terms of service ren-
dered, as upart from the service pald
for. To the uninitiate this would seem
reasonable and just, But by the In-
citers of this enterprise the proposal of
any question the answer to which might
concelvably put them in the sltnation
of giving Instead of tuking Is regurded
a8 a moustrous breach of fulth, a most
reprehensible and indefensible thing,

From this it is deduced that arbi-
tration that may vesult in tuking money
from an employer's pocket and putting
it in an ewployee's pocket s a noble
and glorlous device; but srbitration
thut muy work In the opposite diree-

tlon Is a despicable assault on the in-
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tegrity and manhood of labor, emanat-
ing from the evil one, and not for a
moment to be tolerated by any right
thinking unfonist,

1ot ux arbitrate on our demands:
we refuse to arbitrate on your counter
demunnids,

The Green Englneer.

The history of civilization is the
record of advance founded upon error.
1t took the sinking of the Titanle to
revenl our lusane aud Insatlable ap-
petite for futile speed, It took an Iro-
quols Theatre fire to show us the value
of fire exits, And It took the Stam-
ford wreck to reveal the green en-
gineer.

It 1s a sad but none the less true
satisfaction to feel that thix wreck has
produced a great permanent element
of wsafety In travel. Rometimes we
cannot see the good resultr at once,
but the fact that the eugineer was
spured to tell his story of humble in-
competence was one of the best things
that have ever happened in the evolu-
tion of making our railroads safe.

In compliance with the recommen-
dations of the Interstate Commerce
Commission and the Public Utllities
Commission of Connecticut General
Manager Barpo of the New Haven
road bas issued an order that should
be copled and enforced by every rall-
road across the country. His order
puts an end to the danger from the
green engineer. Would that there were
some means of putting a similar end
to the green chauffeur.

Rulers of the World,

Whatever of real modesty {nspires the
arrests of women charged in various
purts of the country with devotion to
the lutest mode In dress nobody knows,
When mere wan Intrudes in such mat-
ters the knowing wonder who (s striv.
ing for free advertisement. Fashion
i= not made or unmade through legal
processes, and what the style decrees
woman wlll wear regardless of police,
courts, mayors and penal codes,

As for the gowns beslit and sheer,
under which no longer are worn those
carments once considered essential,
thelr rule will be of short duration.
Women are not fools. They know as
well as other philosophers that their
churm lles in self-concealment, not in
self-revelation. A glimpse of ankle i=
more provocative than a large area of
calf, no matter how creditably moulded.
A hint, a suggestion, a tantalizing sus-
picion: these are woman's most effec-
tive weapons,. And she knows |it;
knows it in that unfathomed wisdom
that men call intuition. She requires
no school master or ma'am to teach
her some things.

Therefore the disclosures of to-day
may be confiGently set down as a short
lived whim, soon to pass,  Almost be-
fore they are here they will be gone,
restoring  woman’ to that vantage
ground of secreecy she has for a brief
space =0 lmprudently sacrificed. We
shall not long be privileged to say that
we are shocked,

A Quarter of & Century in Athleticrs,

At Travers Island the New York
Athletic Club is holding a three dayvs
celebration of the twenty-fifth anni-

versary of its flield on *he island, By

lnt of the athletex «f those remote
remnants of their prowess on track!
and Held.

It will he a =ight for the gods, and
may he expected to pop the eyes of
winged foot youth with wonder. De-
spite the ravages of the greedy ryears,
our money goes down every time on
those graybeard veterans of forgotten
wars of the cinder path. The leg
muscles may have lost thelr steely
spring, fat living may have Impaired
the wind, the ruthless sexthe of Father
Time may have carved all ton gen-
erous a slice off the stock of stam-
inan: but despite the superficial defi-
clencles of stride and bellows sand
staying power, we atill back those old
fellows for the heart that Is in them,
the courage that is never lost.

And suppose, young man, with your
wire hung “hammer' that i no more
a hammer than the cock of a gun can
crow, and your wizardry of the tRree
mystle turns—suppose you can hurl
the hefty misslle a few or many
heggarly feet further than our old
time sons of Hercvies wsent thelr
wooden handled weapons of the smithy ;
are you approved thereby the better
man? Bay you can knock off a few
fifths of a second in a flight of pour
fHimsy hurdles, bullt to fall llke a row
of paper soldiers before your disingen-
nous inch clipping, spike bristling foot
gear; what is the pride of the fleet foot
to the stoutness of heart that used to
take a man fearlessly at the firm
planted ebstacles, which to try to cheat
meant a fall, sure and hard?

No; your modern high jumper may
twist himself acrobatically six Inches
higher than his head lives, your clreus
clown pole vaulter scrape the clouds;
our love s for the old fellows who
keep eloser to Mother Earth,

8o here's—all  standing—a  deep
and foaming cup of grape juice to the
oldsters of Immortal youth!

» Price of beef soaring.—Newspaper head-
ne.

This Information no longer sends
terror through the free lunch connols-
scurs and cafe athletes. They have
long since cultivated a preference for
various Imitations of bhologna and
leather herrings, privately stating that
roast beef does not agree with them.

A ————————

The Mayor and the Chief of Police
| looked and gasped.—RicAmond deapatch,

Whenever the silhouctte gown and
the slashed skirt strike a town for the
first time this invariably happens.

R ]

TANNER {8 & type of the Democrat who
| regards WiLLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN as
i "the greatest exemplar of true Demo-
reratie principles In the world."—Despatch
' from Lexington, Ky.

Just ut this reading we are¢ unable
te recall all that we ought to know

herole days are expected to exhibit the |

, FRIDAY, JULY 18, 1918.

Tanngn, But he has
the right Idea. And If he can only
make his notlons about "“the greatast
exemplar' reach the eyes and the ears of
the exemplar himself he mayv be ap-
pointed & Minister Plenipotentiary at a
salary that would be uniawful In Ken-
tucky.

about this Mr.

It is sincerely to be hoped that the
District Attorney has actually got what
the emanations from the eriminal courts
allege—evidence that will justify crim-
Inal prosecution of The Man Higher 1"p.
The source of his information. the para-
site of a blackmailing policeman, is not
attractive, but it may serve. Our hope
that this mystery may be solved springs
from our wigh that all rascals might he
brought to justice, and is strongly but-
tressed in the weariness induced hy
years of vain search for the never here-
tofora named person to whom all the
vicdous pay tribute.

The second West Virginia lawmaker
to be convicted of bribery thiz yvear |s
Mr. Rutn Durr. A name ke that
should be studiously kept off the crim-
inal records,

——

A PATIENT HOUSEROLDER.

How He Enjoys His Neighbors’ Children
on the Lawn.

To THm EpiTor or Tum Sun—S8ir: Let
Mr. Frank Monros Beverly of Freeling,
W. Va., rejoice that when the “period of
occupation”™ by his Invited guesta has
come to an end he can stand on the piazza,
wave them good-by, rub his hands as
he mees them depart, turn on his (of
course the right) heel and say: ‘“Gott
sel dank; they have gone!" or words to
that «ffect

Thus one may see that vour corre-
spondent has henefitsed by his experience
and will know whether to invite other
friends with children, or to take unto
himself the pleasure of gitting on his
front porch to read his beloved booke and
be satistied in the knowledge of no more
marauders entering upon his preserves
until permitted,

Hut how with those who live in a lo-
cality where there are squalling, bhrawl-
Ing, caterwauling and mauling “kids"” who
overrun one's lawn, dash through the
choice rose bushes, make tracks in and
around the hydrangeas, tear violently be-
tween the peonies and play tag through
the ferns?

What redresa has the patient house-
holder who must sit, smile and be con-
tent because it were not nelghborly to
shoo the little dearies away to get the
reputation of being mour or unfriendly ?

Such A sufferer has not the same pleas-
ure ag vour correspondent, who sits, reads
and communer in the knowledge that the
maternally Indulged children may not re-
turn ; but the other must atand (and para-
doxically sit) and listen to the din, racket,
emash, crash, bang and other raucous
noises as an evidence that the young ones
are enjoying themselves to their mamma's
eatiefaction. All this prehsbits thought or
quiet repose until after the time when
the little angels have retired for the day,
lucklessly to commence the same schedule
on the morrow, and it matters not
whether on the Babhath or a secular
day, the proceas goes on just the same.

Nor is thir all! For we have among
us a genre that allows no polite con-
sideration to prevent an inspection of
anything desired and come to stay., One
day there was u ring at the door and the
mald reported that “Mrs. - — wished 0
gee our new kitchen lnoleum.” and the
request was made at the front door the
hetter to ses the parlor carpet us well,

N0 you mae we are not \n exclusion, but
subject to an Invasion of papa and mamima,
and the voung ones, wha toll not, neither
do they spin literally : although the act of
tolling In the hedge and spinning on the
lawn, to he precipitated inte the privet
by the clrcumrotatist who  calls  out
loudly to another spinner, or to others,
“Say, fallers, din st litke when dad
comes home off evenings, how eavery-
thing goes round.”

Those who live In the locallity descrihed
are debating whethar to install spring
guns and bear traps or erect a brick wall
whose top shall be surmounted by plenty
of solld mortar In which mueh hroken
glass {18 1o be Ineorporated ; but even that

wiy of dolng the thing up In style » | would not stop the “spinner and hedge

t t'er-rs

«#t your correspondent rejoica that he
has the privilege of selecting his guests
and is fres from the neighbors’ kids
Then may he sayv with Martin Luther:
“(ilenridge st nicht mehr ein fester
Burg.” Himam.

GreNy Rmae, N, J, July 17,

Battle Relics te Order.
From tha Torentn (ilode
At a meeting of the Morrishurg municipal
counctl Mr. Jahn Dain, one of its mamhbers
who is an Iron founder, Infarmed his cal
leagues that he had bhesn approached hy a
citizen who wanted him to cast fifty can
non balls The bulls weres to he afterward
treatad with salt and water and made tn
lonk ke samsthing occasionally found on
the hattlefield of Chrysler's Farm. They
were then to be sold as relics of the battie
at the forthcoming Chryslers Farm cen-
tenary celebration
That they would ba readlly hought ia cer
taln. for while cannon halls pleked up at
Chrysler'a wers once mo common as to he
ured for howling on the green they have
for many Years heen quite scarce.

“Accommodate.”

To THE VDITOR OF THR SUN -Sir' A notlee
stares one {n the face on the open cars. “Seats
asccommodate five persons.” Well, efther the
dictionary or the ear company Is wrong, for |
fAnd the folloning eluctdation of “arcommodate”

“To be, or furnish something as a kindress or
favor, or 1o save trouble 1o, To oblige, to help,
as 1 accommodate with a loan or by cashing
a check. To fir, adapt, or make sultable  Adlust
or eonform. ‘To settle amicably, compromise *

'an any one by any stretch of the {magination
say that these seats are fitted, adapted. or made
sultable for Ave peopie® Is It possible for Ave
people to settle amicably In them® Aud has any
one ever got off one of these cars feeling that he
would ke 10 accommodate a friend with a loan,
or even cash his check! No, they are monstrosi.
ties of civilization, TRAYELLER.

Anot KLYN, July 17.

The Original Subway.

To THE 'DITOR OF THE SUN - Sir: In the “Tale
of New York's Original Subway” In THE SUN
of July 14 1 think there are some errors you would
Ilke to correct, My recollection is that the en-
trance to the subway was on the southerly side
of either Warren or Murray street and that I
ran one block south.  Also that the Devlin store
was a clothing and not a dry goods store. No
doubt some of your readers can give full detalls,

PaovinpexcE, R. L, July 17, C.E. Swte

Growth eof the Eaglish Tengue.

I'o THE EDITOR OF T'ME SUN- Sir; Several men
were this morning discussing another man's
character

“1 wouldn't trust him.” sald one; “he'd Mulhall
you In & minute.”

Which suggests that our friend the Colonel may
be the kind of metal out of which can be colned
a term that will give him the sort of immortallly
he deserves. LEXIKOS.

Newark, N. J., July 17.

The Master Gravelled,
Nawton boasted that he knew what made
an apple fall,
“But we'll bet you don't know what makes
& greem one give you collc," we ocountered.

A Holel Bage.
First Propristor—Hew do you make ‘em
fesl cool?
Becond Proprieter—I keep am extra ther-
mometer an the porch labelled “New York

temperature.”
e

The Wonder of It,

Apples nourish the brain —-Medical nete.
Maybe they do, but we open our eyss
In really the very utmost surprise
At the number of people we can recall
Whe apparent!y den't eat apples at all.

LT R

SHIPS OF THE CARIBBEAN.

Figures as (o the German Preportion
Taken From OfMcial Reports.

To T Eprtor or Tur Sun_.8ir: 1
wns considerably interested in the lead-
Ing article In the semi-monthly maga-
zine section of THe BN which presents
in a striking manner the question . “Can
the first comer take Panama?' Mr.
Cushing Stetson, the author, presents some
forceful facts, and much that he says is
worthy of wide consideration. HBut he
has very greatly overrated the importance
of tierman merchant tonnage in the Car-
fbhean trade. For example, in the first
puragraph of his article he sava:  “'Ger-
man ships share chiefly with Engiand a
monopoly of the Caribbean trade,”

I have been ut some puins to learn if
this s so. The only source of precise
information avallnble as | write is that
Issued by the United States Government
covering the trade between the United
Stutes and the rest of the world, includ-
ing, of course, the countries and pos.-
sessions  falling within the designation
“Carlbbean.'

I find that the tonnage of versels that
entered the porta of the United States
during the year ended June 30, 1012
as ghown on pages 1,267 to 1,287 of
Table No. 21 of the annual Report on
Commerce and Navigation of the United
States, from Hritish, Dutch and French
Gulana, Venezuela, Colombia and Pan-
ama, the Central American republics on
the Caribbean side, Mexico (Guif side),
Banto Domingo, Hayrtl, Cuba, the French,
Dutch, Danish and British West Indian
possessions, including Barbados and Brit-
Ish Honduras, totalled 85,467,398 tons.
The following table presents this tonnage
in the order of its Importance: '

Nationality. Net tonas
Britlsh ... .. L]
American
Norweglan ....
german ......... sesas
All other............

» CRART.R0G

Of courne this does not Include, of the
635,054 tons of vesscls that entered the
ports of the United States from Porto
Rico, 8%7.88% tons American, 534 British

Total

and no Norweglan or German tonnage.
I do not belleve that the shipping en-
gaged In the Caribbean trade with other
parts of the world would support Mr.
Stetson's further statement, on page 12
of THE SUN'S magazine section, as fol-
lows :

From a source saslly avallable, the extent
of German tonnage plying through the
Caribbean can be seen to have exceeded,
tireat Britain alone excepted, the combined
tonnage of the world, and as we have sesn
ta this total the tonnugs of the United Fruft
lines 1= llkely ta he added

As to the tonnage of the United Frult
lines: Mr. Stetson would leave the Im-
pression that this tonnage i=, If not wholly
American, then largely such, He says:

I have been assured by an offfcial of the
United Frult Company, which has nearly a
monnpoly of the American frult trade in the
tartbbean, and ham Invested upward of §20 -
000,000 in the development af Central Amer
lea, that 1t was thelr intentton Immediately
ta st the tonnage of their entire flee;
the flag of Germany or England, by which
wctlon the American flag will disappear from
those sene

Aside from a couple of American ships
chartered, T believe, to the United Fruit
Company  and running between Philadel-
phia and Jamalca, 1 doubt if there is un-
other veasel under the American flag in
their entire flests, sa that iIf those twa
chartered  vessels wore put under the
Hritish or German Nags that actlon would
he unlikely to diiva the tonnage above
tabulated from those seas,

A couple of yvears ago the United Fruit
Company seemed eager to place ite vea.
fels under the American fag, and a hil
wans before Congress for that purpose, hut
it did not pass. On Aupust 24, 1912, Cane-
gress passed an act admitting foreign
vegselas, if not over five yvears old, and
owned by Americans, to Ameriean regis-
ter for forelgn trade. None of the 1'nited
Fruit Company’'s ships has heen hrought
under our flag since the passage of that
act, although I think there are several
that would not be barred by age

Germuany's tonnage I8 grow!ng In the
trade of the world, but {t has not wvet
reached the commanding !Ymportance in
the Carfbbean trade, at least. that Mr
Stetson thinks t hae A R Swmrtn

Yonkers, Iulv 17,
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WORK IN THFE SILK MILLS,

Contrast With the Conditions of a Few
Years Ago.

To ™E Emitor oF THE Svs—8(r
silk strike in Paterson, N. J, my native
city, has Interested me and awakened
memoriea of my childhood, when my par-
ente and my Kindred toiled there in the
mills Iin the ‘408 and 'i0s. There still
lives my uncle, more than %0, and also
my aunt, past 70 Relng anxious to put
right my thoughts regurding those days,
when I after durkness, often carried thele
suppers to them in Ryvle's gllk mill, when
7. 1 have looked up some old lottern

Often have T thought how thankful the
workers in the mills there should now
feel that they are not working in those
days of long ago.  And for thelr reflec-
tion | quote my aunt's letter, dated Jan-
uary L, 1906 ;

The

In reply to your questians. dear nephew,
how many hours we worked In those days,
1t was fourteen 1 went to work at 9 years
of nge. and my firet wage wan 75 cents a
week, and T wns prowd to think that [
could earn something to help my mother
to get along In her struggles IMy grand-
mother became o wlhlow in 18431

Many a time did my poor mother
me through the snowdrifis,
o a pathway, this
in the mill

And for ten vears. 1850 to 1068 | worked
for and my hrother worke:d
in the same mill, He always walted for
me at night. #n T was well gunrded golng
home We started at work at & a'clock in
the morning. came home for hreakfast at 7.
then went to wark nt 745 and up ta 12
noon.  Then we worked from 12:45 until &
or longer In the night

In 1858 the ten hour law went in effect
through the Instramentality of Thomas 1.
Hoxey, & noted lawyer In his day, and &
good friend to the working people

What a change there has been in the
hours of work and wages of to-day com-
parcd to those dave,  Htill, the workers
are dissatisfied, and probably ever will
be.  And in the distant future they will
Hkely demand a four hour day, and n
dollar or more an hour, heing spurred on
by banqueted orators, filmflammers and
Arones who feast while their vietima fast,
What regard have they for the distress
they create by thelr selfish and ruinous
advice of further continuation of idle-
ness”

These Ineiters of riot and ruin of prop-
erty and human life {tself should be
promptly met with military rule,

My wsympathies ever extend to the
working class, and 1 cherish the hope
that thelr grievances will be righted,
bringing blessings on  themselves, their
kindred and employers allke, M

OQcEANPORT, N. J., July 17,

carry
untll we cams
while I was very yvoung
simn

Johin Rvile Joe

“Arragh A-Ches*
® Gaelle for “come across with the cash. "
In collecting a bill 'tin & test of true skill
Not to rufMe the debtor's proud soul,
For you'll find It a fact, If you only use taet,
That you'll get nothing less than the
whole.
Bo don't be too gruff or go off in a hufl,
But learn to use tact or finease,
And smile on the gent when his bill peu
present
And gently say: "“Arragh A-Ches.'
Draw poker's a game, as we know, which
the same
Ona's temper may rile in a JIF;
Bo 'tla well um & rule to he genfal and cesl
And so stave off many a tif.

It the “age” has, perhaps, s memory lapss
And the "ante" shows signs of dietreas,
Den't yul!.’ getting hot, “You're shy Im the

pot!’
But just murmur: “Arragh A-Ches."

J. L

——————————————————
p—————

A SHARK YARN.

A Big Fish of Kaual That Retarned a!

Favor With Good Mensure.

To THe Epitor or Tue Sun—S8ir: If
“Maintop” is really anxious to rid himseif
of $600 he has only to go to the Ha-
wallan Islands to obtain plenty of evi-
dence of bites and even death from
sharks

When we llvcd in the Hawallan Isl-
ands there wus a native who peddled
fich at our back door who had lost his left
hand from a shark bite, and an old heg-
gar near the fish market who had had his

right leg bitten off by a shark. Shark
bites, more or less serlous, are by no
means  infrequent ; apy doctor In the

coust towns can testify to having treated
them, and I have heard fishermen tell of
having seen a companion torn to pleces
and devoured by sharks.

Needless to say there are many shark
storfes current that are, If anything, a
trifla more piacine than the sharks them-
selves. It Is possible that an attempt to
verify some of ‘these has been the cause
of “Maintop's” doubtful attitude, One
har Islundwide reputation,

For many years Captaln Simonson of
the Interisland Steam Navigation Com.
pany brought his little steamer to a safe
anchorage in the rockbound harbor of
Nawlliwill, Kauai, guiding her with un-
erring skill through the coral reefs and
shifting sand bars that line the harhor en-
trance, Always on approaching this
port the steamer was slowed to a “walk.”
The mate stood on the cathead heaving
the lead and shouting the marks, and the
anchor allowed to trall flukes under ready
to be dropped at an Instant’'s notice.

Passengers of the tourist variety would
soon realize that something was up and
make Captain Bimonson the mark for the
urual battery of, “Say, captaln, Is that
man up there in front Aishing?' "Are we
going or are we drifting”' “Doesn’t the
unchor hold us back If It drags that
way?" "“How do you know where all the
rocks are, captain; d!d vou see them at
low tide?" and so on ad infinltum

Captaln Simonson always walted until
A fair sized audience had collected, and
then In a manner that would have made
the late (3. Washlngton look like the
president of the Ameriean lub he would
tell his tale,

No, the ship was not moving on her
own power; the engines were turning
from the drag of the propeller. She was
being towed,

Towed' Business of surprise and Incre-
dulity on the part of the tourist au-
dience

Yor, one of the largest sharks in those
waters wus towing the ship by the an-
chor . possible (o see him {f the water
was clear

Immediante departure of the audience
for the starboard rail. much craning of
necks and remarks of disappointment at
the unwonted muddiness of the sea ; forty
feet of that water Is as transparent as a
plate glass showease 3685 dayvs in the year.

Yes, it was most unusual for a shark
to do such a thing, but very simple of ex-
planatio As n lttle boy he used tn
swim and fish In the harbor. One day he
raw A monster shark In apparent dis-
tress, and paddling his canoe out he
found that the unfortunate creature had
heen cating a fish and a large hone had
caught In its throat Unwilllng to see
the poor thing suffer he had carefully
extracted the offending bone.  Years later
he had come to be a captain and brought
hie ship to his boyvhood harbor, The shark
had not forgotten his kindness. Out of
sheer gratitude that shark invariably met

>tho‘ ship, seized a fluke of the anchor and

towed her safely past reef and mand bar

ta her proper anchorage. KaNAKA
New York, July 17,
Cuban Maneaters,
To tTie Enrton oF Tue SvsN—Sir: A

friend of mina from Cuba =ald the other
day that {f anvbody up here wunts proof
of the edibility of humans from Mr
Shark's point of view let him go to Cuba

and investigate And then this Cuban
friend of mine, a good, conscientious
‘untholic, albelt of Scotch, not Spanish,

extraction, proceeded to relate how an
Englishman  bathing with  his my
friend' 8) grandfather was clalmed as a
tidbit, and how, one day, a laborer fell
overboard from a scow coming into har-
bor, whio when rescued was minus a con-

siderable section gf hls anatomy , and
again how a shark was caught, and on
being opened “gave up”’ the leg of a

Spanish soldler

It wins known tn bhe the lrg of A Fpan-
igh moldier becanse 1t wan still clothed in
nn approprinte part of a palr of army
uniform trousers

8o, If "0d Salt” Verner will concede
the reasonableness of my preference for
hathing otherwise than among sharks I
thall he content to sea him keep hils
money JoHN WORTHY.

New Yonx, July 17,

MOSQUITO LOGIC.
Autos, Olls, Gutters, Tin Cans, Rain Bar.
rels and Jersey Birds of Prey.

To THE BpiTor oF THE SUvN—8ir: 'With
the advent of the automoblle and the
mania for dustiess speeding a remedy for
the mosquite nuisance which has already
proved itseif a godsend has been foreed
upon ue in the widespread application of
oil to our thoroughfares,

Although we have known for vears that
erude ol and the various petroleum prod-
ucts would prevent the Increasa of the
larvie of the mosquito, and although its
application to stagnant puddles has heen
widely recommended both by our State
Agricultural  Department and the local
boards of health it has taken the auto-
mohile to stir up the crusade, primarily
apon dust, but just as important in the
elimination of the mosquito,

The heavier olle are known to be the
most effective agninst mosquitoes. 1f you
will notice the gutters of an olled street
during a rain vou will see that a good
portion of the oil floats away, a little with
each rain, and 1t s the heavier olis that
go, for the lighter olis are mora quickly
absorbed by the road, the heavier ones
remaining on the surface.

tiravity now helps out, and every place
where flowing water from the oiled road
can collect to stagnate {8 at once covered
with the tilm of oll in which no larve
have a chance to develop, leaving there-
fore as the only breeding places tin cana,
rain barrels and utensils left about stand-
ing upright, and of course the places to
which ofl 18 not applied

The fact that mosguitoes are plentiful
in the far north and in the torrid belt as
well a8 our own temperate zone mdicates
that elimatie conditions have little to do
with thelr presence. Then why 18 it we
find them in some purts of New York
and New Jersey and not in others? My
impression I8 that this is due almost en-
tirely to poor dralnage and the character
of the subsoil , that is, whether 1t 18 por-
v or of such texture a8 to cause water
to collect and stagnate for a perlod long
enough for the pests to develop,

Let us drain then where practical the
little stagnant pools, many of which can he
found quite near our houses for weeks
during rainy epells, so that they will soon
dry, and let us upset every tin can, raln
barrel and utensil we find containing stag-
nant water, and lot us implore the authori-
tiea to  continue the
oll to the roads by the tank car
If necessary,  Then ultimately we will
have a “mosquitoless paradise” right here
In New Jersey, Evwarp J. Brown,

RuTHERrorn, N, J., July 17,

To an Old Gray Horse,
To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir;
In this extremely active age
When every one Is on the fiy
I love to watch the old gray horse
tio plodding slowly by,

At lazy clouds take half a day
To oreep across the sky

The old gray horse with dignity
Steps slowly, softly by,

There Is no hurry In his soul.
His contemplative eye

Scarce seems 1o see that swirling wheeis
Conunually rush by,

To emulate the oid gray horse
I think that I shall wry
And then perhaps I shall not care
That everything goes by.
WHITR PLAINS, July 17,
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WOMAN OFFERS $500

' 70 EMPTY SING SING

 Weinstock in

Sees Plans to Move 300 (.
viets to Great Meadow
in “The Sun."

STATE'S ACTION AWAll1:1

New York Men Wijlling 1,
Finance Plan if Legis-
lature Fails.

Becuuse she saw in TRE SUN tha .
wanted to get 300 men out of Sing Sing 1
a clean environment, a woman in Rhnda
Island wrote yesterday to Edwin O Holter,
lawyer of 00 Broadwav, offering $3m
toward the expense of moving the men 1,
the big farm of Great Meadow prison

Mr. Holter told of the offer last night 4
his home in Mount Kisco.

“The name of this woman.,” said the
lawyer, “is unfamiliar to me. Apparantly
she does not know me except by secing
the story in TRk BUN. [ sent word of he;
offer to LL.evn C. Weinstock, the New Y.,
city member of the commission appointed
by Gov. Sulger to replace Sing Sing s
quickly as possible.

*Such an offer from an unexpectad
source was very heartening. | am glad
to wee that Mr. Weinstock savs that his
commission plans to get those men out of
that pesthole at Ossining the very fir
thing it does. Nothing is lacking to move
them to (ireat Meadow this week exiwpt
the money,

“Todo it will require only a few thaus.nd
dollars.  The cost has all been Hgurod oy
1 do not recall the exact figure

“1 have told Gov, Sulzer that
Leglsglature does not appropriate
money  with  sgomething approach n
prompiness, [ will start a public suh
seription te raise it. 1 told him s
I believed the full sum could be 2o
that way in a very few dave and =on
an incident ar the letter from Rb de
Island makes me more confident than
ever,”

*1f abrolutely necessary [ would under
take, with the assistanca of a few otier
men, to finance the thing  But it ouehe
not to be necessary for us to do thy
The Legislature ought to give that mone
and give it quick ®

Richiard M. Hurd, head of the Lawvar.
Mortgage Company, =aid at his home o
Locust ﬁ'lﬂlll‘. N J, that the offer 1ron
Rhowde Island was “fine "

“That money to transfer those men .
going to be raised,” he declared "o
the Legislature should give it and give
without delay. Appropriations of th
larger wort for a site and preliminary w o
on a prison to replace Sing Sing can wa
a few weeks, but the money to take tho
men to Great Meadow ought not to wa
a day

*The graat fhinr in to bring pub’
opinion to bear belinva that hy th
time the public knows the full horror o
Sing Sing and that 1t won't let any politics
quarrel at Albany excuse delay in givin,.
the men now ‘doubled up' at Ossining .
chance to be housed decently . ”

Mr Holter and Mr. Hurd li ked the o

line of the plan for a new farm prison in
Dutchess county as described by Mr
Tur Srs  vesterday. In
fact, appraoval of a farm prison in place of
Sing Sing was general among the me
who know conditions there,
Mr. Weinstock was in Albany conferring
with other membera of Gov. Bulzer'-
commission and urging members of th:
Legislature not to block the plan for th-
new prison.

If this prison is built on the site pro
[mmd. not far from Poughkeepsis, it cs
he largely erected by the conviets them
selves, That is the method followed A
Gireat Meadow prison, which is still onlv
half done.

it tha

DR. MULLER'S FAREWELL.

Thanked Bryan for Nation's Hasp'-
tality Refore Salling.

WasninaToN, July 17.—0n the ave af h's
departure for Brazil after a filve weaks to:
of the United States as the guest of th:
nation, Dr. Lauro Muller, Minister f
Forelgn Affairs of Brazil, sent the follawin
message Lo Secretary of State Bryan vearer
day:

“l1 could not personally addreas each
the distinguished members of the Cahine
of the Congress, of the Supreme Court an
of the civil and military authorities who «
delightfully received the representa’ive
Brazil. 1 therefore beg you to have !
kindness to expresa to each of them myv mo-
sincera and profound gratitude, with
wishes which I herewith express for o
continued happinesa of those hospita
people and for the growing prospernity of |
great republic which 1 have now had 110
good fortune to visit

President  Wilson sent the followi
measage to President Fonsees of Bros

“On the departure to-day of vour =ps
Ambassador, Dr. Lauro Muller, on ! -
homewanl voyage, | wishto express to v
Excellency the heartfeit pleasure whioh o
Government and people of the 171
States have had In welcoming this
tinguished citlzen and representative
your friendly natlon. Permit me to b
that in returning to his awn country  he w1
bear with him memories of his visir o
delightful as thoss which it has teft win
us all.”

OVERTAXATION THE |ISSUFE

City Feonomy Leaguers Tell Vn-

sionists What Campaign Reguires

Willlam H. Chesebrough, represe:’ &
the Clty Economy League, with a ¢
bership of  15,000—Mr U hesab:
said he expected the leagus would
100,000 membera hefora the campa & '
over-——appeared  yesterday  hefor "
fusion committee on candidates o
what sort of A Mayor the league i
He did not name his man.

“This committes Is here ha sadl
urge vou to incorporate in your pia
the principles for which it stands .
emphasize ‘overtaxation” as the
mount issue In the coming municipa
palgn.'

Among the others who spoke wern !
ward M Doyle, Frank H. Tyler and
Tredwell. The committes on cal [
expects to begin the real slate .
next week.

FPuta Hill Is Now Patnam, (onn

GreeNwIcH, Conn, July 17 —A: °F
upon a suggestion made at a speoial o8
meating by Edwin H. Baker of New Y s
the voters decided hereafter to use
dignified name of Putnam in prefors
the old historlcal name of Puts U
to have all town records made with
now name. The meeting decided 1o
of Mra. A, A. Anderson one-third
acra and improve the hill &t an expenss od
$10,008,

Columbia Has Record Seasion

All records for attendance at the «on
session of Columbla University hiave b
broken this year, according to lHeg
F. A. Dickey. 'The total numher of
dents I8 4,550, an Increane of neat’s
over last year  On one day the nul
students  registered  waw 1,450, o
1,022, the highest for one day in s
year. Evening clusses, & new loaiuld,
are one of Lhe vausse of Lhe lucicase.




